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As climate change rises up the political agenda, The 100% Solution highlights pieces still 

missing from the rhetoric of Presidential candidates, Congresspeople, and nonprofits. 

• While most people in the U.S. and Europe focus on decarbonizing ourselves, our true focus 

must be on making it possible for developing countries, which emit two-thirds of global 

annual greenhouse gas pollution, to decarbonize. 

o You can’t ask a poor farming community in India to forgo a coal power plant and 

remain in poverty – you have to have something cheaper. 

• Industrialized countries should fund and coordinate efforts akin to Moonshot innovation 

and WWII manufacturing scale-up to make clean technologies affordable enough to 

spread quickly around the world. 

o An added benefit of this focus is that policy can be repealed; technology cannot. 

• Climate change impacts will continue to worsen, even if emissions are dramatically 

reduced, until levels of CO2 in the atmosphere start being reduced – net-negative emissions. 

Using the moral voice of his Millennial generation, Solomon Goldstein-Rose emphasizes 

the need for solutions to fully roll out on the 30-year timeframe that accords with the 

IPCC’s goal of net-negative global emissions by 2050. 

• Contrary to the common perception of climate change as a looming threat that requires 

sacrifice to solve, Goldstein-Rose’s framework charts a strategy that is not only technically 

viable, but politically popular, focused on innovation and amounting to one of the largest 

economic booms in human history. 

• Bold leadership and coordination are needed, especially from the next U.S. President. The 

scale and scope of action must address 100% of global emissions. The 100% Solution 

presents five pillars of work that add up to negative emissions: 

o Electricity Generation: cheaper clean systems that can rapidly replace and exceed 

current fossil generation capacity will eliminate large chunks of emissions early on 

and provide enough energy to power the rest of the transition. 

o Electrification: lowering costs for electrified options will make it possible for them 

to outcompete fossil options during routine replacement of equipment. 

o Synthesized Fuels: some applications, such as long-range airplanes, can’t be 

electrified by 2050 and will require carbon-neutral fuels. 

o Non-Energy Shifts: we need technology development to reduce industry process 

emissions, and we also need a global outreach initiative to reduce deforestation and 

shift farms toward carbon-capturing practices. 

o Sequestration: a combination of natural methods (e.g., growing forests and soil 

management) and technological methods (e.g., direct air capture) will be needed to 

make up for remaining emissions and achieve net-negative emissions. 
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